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with everything that could be wanted. This kitchen com-
municated with a passage which, widening into a square
in the middle, and lighted by a skylight, formed a dining-
room for the servants. In the four angles were four
cabins, occupied by Sergeant McNeil, the engine-driver, the
stoker, and Colonel Munro's orderly ; while at the back
were two other rooms for the cook and Captain Hood's
man; besides a gun-room, box-room, and ice-house, all
opening into the back verandah.
It could not be denied that Banks had intelligently and
comfortably arranged and furnished Steam House. There
was an apparatus for heating it in winter with hot air
from the engine, besides two small fireplaces in the
drawing and dining-rooms. We were therefore quite
prepared to brave the rigours of the cold season, even
on the slopes of the mountains of Thibet.
You may be sure the important question of provisions
had not been neglected, and we carried sufficient to feed
the entire expedition for a year. They consisted chiefly
of tins of preserved meat of the best brands, principally
boiled and stewed beef; and also " mourghis," or fowls, of
which there is so large a consumption all over India.
Thanks to the new inventions which allow both milk
ind soup to be carried in a concentrated form, we had
ibundance of both, the former for breakfast and the latter
or tiffin, or luncheon.